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SUGGESTED LETTER FOR SUPPORTERS TO PERSONALISE
[Your name]
[Your address and postcode]
[Date]
Dear Councillor [Surname],
Oaken Wood – please ask KCC to reconsider its minerals plan
I am writing as a resident to ask you to press KCC’s leadership to bring the Kent Mineral Sites Plan back to Full Council, and to support removing the Oaken Wood quarry allocation before the Plan is submitted.
The proposed extension to Hermitage Quarry could destroy around 41 hectares of ancient woodland at Oaken Wood. Once lost, this woodland cannot be replaced. CPRE Kent and others have raised serious objections and identified alternatives that could avoid this loss. Councillors should consider those options and the public’s responses before deciding what Plan Kent should put forward.
It is not enough to say this can be left to the Planning Inspector. The Inspector’s job is to check whether the Plan meets the required legal and planning tests, not whether a different Plan would be better for Kent. As an elected councillor, you have that wider choice. Nor does the fact that quarrying would still need planning permission make the allocation decision unimportant.
The December deadline is no longer the whole story. On 23 October, the Government extended the submission deadline for qualifying plans, including minerals and waste plans, to 31 March 2027. Kent’s public consultation has already closed, so this appears to give KCC more time to consider the objections and alternatives properly. If KCC believes the extension does not apply, it should explain why. The timetable matters, but it must not become an excuse to overlook the possible loss of irreplaceable woodland.
CPRE Kent has taken legal action over how the submission decision was made. I would much rather see KCC resolve this itself, through its elected councillors, than through further court proceedings.
Please ask the Leader to return the Plan to Full Council, with a proper account of the consultation responses and the alternatives, and press for Oaken Wood to be removed from the proposed allocations. Please also ask that the Plan is not submitted until councillors have had that opportunity. I would welcome a reply setting out what action you will take.
Yours sincerely,
[Your name]
The Kent branch of the Campaign to protect Rural England exists to
protect the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of the Kent countryside
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